The key clinical message of this case is that it is critical to differentiate between arachnoid cysts and spinal cord herniation. This is performed by evaluating the ventral dura to assure that it remains intact. K E Y W O R D S back pain, hydromyelia, spine, syrinx, thoracic arachnoid cyst F I G U R E 1 Operative view of the spinal cord during cyst excision 2290 | GLAUSER Et AL.
The key clinical message of this case is that it is critical to differentiate between arachnoid cysts ( Figure 1 ) and spinal cord herniation. This is performed by evaluating the ventral dura to assure that it remains intact. 1, 2 
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